
Wild Writing Journal
Writers are constantly noticing and writing about the world around them.  This year, you will be building your skills, and you identity as a writer.  To that end, you will begin keeping a Writer’s Journal*, a place where you can record your responses to the world around you. Please note, the Wild Writing Journal MUST BE IN A SPIRAL to allow for 3D artifacts.  NO loose pages!!!!!!!!!  Also, because this is your journal, you may choose whatever spiral cover you like, as long as it is school appropriate!  Each page will consist of an “artifact” and your response to it (see Artifacts section below for more on artifacts).  You are expected to turn in five “gradeable entries” this six weeks period.
Due Dates:
8/25

9/2

9/9

9/15

9/23

Artifacts
Artifacts may be anything* – comic strips, ticket stubs, photographs, written quotes – anything that “strikes” you as comment worthy.  The only limitation is that the artifact may not take up more than one fourth of the page.  Think of these artifacts as “scraps of your life”.  In addition to the artifact, you will also need to write your responses to them – for example, if you go to see a movie that you loved (or hated), glue the ticket stub onto a page of your Writer’s Journal, and then write about the movie.  Or, if you read about something in the newspaper that strikes you, cut it out, glue it in, and write about what it caused you to think, feel, etc.  A final example might be if you overhear something someone says that you find interesting/funny/irritating, write it down, and then write your response. 

Gradeable Entries
A gradeable entry is an entry that meets the following criteria:

· It takes up at least 75% (three-fourths) of the page not covered by the artifact

· Your writing must be of normal size, written on each line

· Your writing must be legible

· As always, spell what you know how to spell, and use all the “skills” you have in writing

· Entries will be graded on content (see the Writer’s Journal rubric for how the entry will be graded)
As always, if there are any questions, PLEASE ASK!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

(An example of a gradeable entry is included on the back of this page)

*If your artifact poses a biohazard (i.e. used bandaid, hair, or any other biological matter), please put a piece of book tape over it (ask me if you need some). 
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of impact the shift toward this paperless world will make.  On the negative side, I can see that it will, eventually, cause several industries to struggle, in that if society moves toward a completely electronic method of written communication, there will have to be a decrease in business for the paper industry, the “distribution industry”, and generally anyone else who is involved in the production, sales and distribution of books, letters, etc.  On the positive side, though, I can’t help but think that from an environmental point of view, this will help out tremendously.  Although much of the paper that is used in the world today is from recycled goods, any reduction in the use of paper must have some impact on the world, in one way or another.   For now, though, I think I will continue to strike a balance between the electronic world, and the paper filled world of the past.  
Picture takes up no more than ¼  (25%)of the page.





It is amazing to me that twenty years ago this cartoon would have made no sense.  It is also amazing to me that technology has progressed to such an extent that textbooks, and for that matter, books, are becoming obsolete.  As a teacher, I struggle with the dilemma of acknowledging the direction that society is taking towards a paperless world, and trying to maintain my students’ understanding that “concrete books”, for lack of a better word, are still necessary.  I wonder what type of  





Writing takes up at least ¾  (75%)of the remaining page – and is meaningful!!!









