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The Great Gatsby Chapter Study Questions

Chapter 1

1. Describe the narrator. What was his family background like? 

2. Why did he come to the east?

3. Whom did he meet in the first chapter?

4. Describe Tom’s newfound philosophy based upon the book he reads.

5. What two things does Daisy tell the narrator on the porch?

6. What does Jordan do for a living?

7. What happens at the very end of chapter 1?

Chapter 2

1. Who is Dr T.J. Eckleburg?

2. Where does Tom Bring Nick?

3. What is “The Valley of Ashes?” How did it become this way?

4. Describe the Wilsons.

5. Describe the party in this chapter. (People, conversations, etc.)

6. What do Tom and Myrtle argue about?

Chapter 3

1. Describe Gatsby’s party.

2. How did most people end up there?

3. With whom did Jordan attend the party?

4. Who was sitting in the library? Describe that encounter.

5. What were some of the rumors circulating about Gatsby?

6. How did we meet Gatsby?

7. How many dinners were served? What does this tell you?

8. Describe Gatsby’s actions during the party.

9. What did Gatsby invite Nick to do?

10. How did the party end?

11. How did Nick describe himself at the end of the chapter?

12. What did Nick decide that he had to do at the end of the chapter? Why?

Chapter 4

1. What was the name of the “boarder” at Gatsby’s?

2. Describe Gatsby’s car. What does it tell you about Gatsby?

3. What does Gatsby ask Nick that makes him uncomfortable on their way to N.Y.?

4. What were some things Gatsby told Nick about his life?

5. With whom did the two eat lunch?

6. What was his claim to fame?

7. What did Jordan tell Nick in the flashback in this chapter?

Chapter 5

1. What hadn’t Gatsby used all summer?

2. What did Gatsby want Nick to do in this chapter? What was Nick’s reaction?

3. What happened when Gatsby and Daisy met in this chapter?

4. Describe Gatsby’s actions before Daisy arrived and after they met? Why were they different?

5. What did Gatsby ask Daisy to look at? Why?

6. What was her reaction? What does this tell you about her?

7. What did Gatsby show Daisy once they were at his home?

Chapter 6

1. Who was at Gatsby’s door at the beginning of the chapter? Why?

2. Describe Gatsby’s real life story.

3. What is his real name?

4. Who gave Gatsby his start?

5. What did Gatsby do for him? (jobs)

6. Describe the way Tom acted at Gatsby’s home.

7. What does Tom vow to do in this chapter? Why?

8. Describe the party and Tom’s reaction.   

Chapter 7

1. What caused Gatsby’s parties to stop?

2. Why did he fire all of his servants?

3. Where did Gatsby & Nick go to lunch in order to confront Tom?

4. Where did everyone decide to go?

5. Describe the driving arrangements.

6. What did Wilson tell Tom when he got gas for Gatsby’s car?

7. What did Gatsby tell Tom? How did he react? How did Daisy react?

8. What happened on the way home from town?

9. Describe the way Tom and Daisy acted at home.

10. What was Gatsby doing at the end of this chapter? Why?

Chapter 8

1. What did Gatsby tell Nick in the flashback portion of this chapter?

2. How did Tom and Daisy meet?

3. What does Gatsby’s gardener want to do? What was Gatsby’s reaction?

4. Describe the conversation between Nick and Jordan Baker.

5. What was happening at Wilson’s garage that day?

6. Who did Wilson blame for killing Myrtle? How and Why?

7. What happened at Gatsby’s house that day? Who do you feel is ultimately responsible?

Chapter 9

1. How did Tom & Myrtle’s affair get covered up in the investigation?

2. Who did Nick call first? What was the result?

3. What was Wolfsheim’s response to Nick’s call?

4. What new character do we meet in this chapter?

5. What did he show Nick?

6. Who showed up at Gatsby’s funeral to Nick’s surprise?

7. Describe Nick’s conversation with Jordan Baker.

8. How did Nick treat Tom later in N.Y.C.?

